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DEATH OF AN OLD COLONIST.

? � ?

Geraldton, Wednesday.

An old colonist passed away on

Monday night lasc in the person
of Mr. Joseph Watson, of Straw

berry. Mr. Watson came into

Geraldton seriously ill
by train on

that day from his son's station at

Yoweragabbie, near Mt. Magnet.
On the arrival of the tiaiu he was

conveyed to the Railway Hotel,

where he died twenty minutes

later. This morning the remains

were taken by train to Dongarra
for burial. Mr- Watson leaves a

wife and a large family of grown

up sons and daughters. In the

early days of the colony he was a

police constable, and his unique
success in capturing aboriginal

delinquents in the Victoria district

at the time when the place was

overrun with the dusky savage,
made his name a household word

throughout Western Australia,

and led to the sobriquet of
'

Immortal Joe
'

being universally

applied to him. He remained in

the force about 20 years, attaining

the rank of sergeant before ho

resigned. For many years past
he had, been engaged in squatting

pursuits in the Irwin district.

His age was 75 years. The

funeral took' place at Dongarra
to-day, and was largely attended.

The pall-bearers were Messrs. S.

F. Moore, Delwage, Pell Clarkson

and Brand. The interment took

place at the Wesleyan Cemetary.


