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DEATH OF uﬁ.ﬁumcum,
DEO, MC,

Mr. James Basil “Minchin, D 8.0,
M.C. who served wilth distinction in
the War, died at his home io

ot Saturday as a result of
war (njuries, al the ol 33 years.
He is survivad by a and son,

The late Mr. Minchin eulisted ia
the 16th Battalion as a private in
September, 1914, at the age of 20

sars. Mtbu:h only sit. sin. in
bt and of slight physique, he was
iobe thmes mentioned in dispatches
'mmn'n‘hmﬁwmun:
1917, 5 Was BWa A

.n?ll. lor gnl-
devotion to duty and for
|I-::yh|ﬁm leadership and courage
ina heavy barrage in France. In
May of the tame year be received Lhe
D.5.0., Field-Marshal Earl Huig stat

ing in Army Orders (hat ldeutenant
Minchin had shown conspicupusly
gallant eonduct during an attack. On
this cecasion he led his men on (o
the firy! ememy positions, captoring
an officer and 20 men of other ranks,
a machine gun snd & heavy [flame-
thrower, Continuing his advance, he
captured another machine gun and
its crew and then, discovering that
his company commander had been
killed, assumed command and hrr—:
liantly completed the lask assigned lo
the company.

The awarding » & D.S.0O. lo a
lieutenant Is rare, there being only
one oilier instance in this State.  The
distinction was wsually reserved for
officers of higher rank, and its award
1o Mr. Minchin was in recognition ol
a particularly distinquished and gal-
lant nction.

Tribute [rom State KR S.L.

“The death of Lieulenant Basil
Minchin removes another ligure who
was prominent in ihe ﬁﬁhtmn history
of the 160k Battation, A.LF.," said the
state Secreiary of the Returned Sal-
diers’ League {Mr, D M Beuson) on
Tuewday. _

“His record with the A LF s com

able with those of Colonel Murray

C.. Major Percy Black. DS, and
many others who hel d to place this
famous West Aostralian unit in the
toreiront of all the Allied front line
troops.” said Mr. Benson. “'His death
is also @ reminder that the greal men
of the A.LF. are rapidly {ading out.

“The sypmathy of league membera
wilh the witdow and bercaved famlly
has been conveyed by telegram and
we asked Mr. G. C. Curlewis, secre-

tary of the Northam sub-branch, to

cmmmssant tha Qlale sisculive al Lhe

National Library of Australia

tary of the Northam sub-branch, to
represent the Stale execulive al the
fumeral

s jeutenant Minchin was a mem-
ber ol the Beverley sub branch, and,
he and bis fsmily were bighly res-
pected in the district.”

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article201817975




